Master  Negative 
Storage  Number 


OCI00036.08 


The  Black  prince 

West-Smithfield 

[London] 

[18-?] 

Reel:  36  Title:  8 


BIBLIOGRAPHIC  RECORD  TARGET 
PRESERVATION  OFFICE 
CLEVELAND  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

» 

RLG  GREAT  COLLECTIONS 
MICROFILMING  PROJECT,  PHASE  IV 
JOHN  G.  WHITE  CHAPBOOK  COLLECTION 
Master  Negative  Storage  Number:  0000036.08 

Control  Number:  BDC-4761 
OCLC  Number :  11857492 
Call  Number  :  W  PN970.E5  BLACPx 

Title  :  The  Black  prince  :  a  true  story  :  being  an  account  of  the 
life  and  death  of  Naimbanna,  an  African  king's  son,  who 
arrived  in  England  in  the  year  1791,  and  set  sail  on  his 
return  in  June,  1793. 

Imprint :  West-Smithfield  [London]  :  Sold  by  Evans  and  Co.  ;  London 
:  [Sold  by]  J.  Hatchard  ;  Bath  :  [Sold  by]  S.  Hazard, 

[18-?] 

Format :  16  p.  ;  18  cm. 

Note  :  Cover  title. 

Note  :  "[Entered  at  Stationers  Hall.]" 

Note  :  Title  vignette. 

Subject :  Chapbooks,  English. 

Added  Entry  :  Evans,  John,  1753-1820. 


MICROFILMED  BY 

PRESERVATION  RESOURCES  (BETHLEHEM,  PA) 
On  behalf  of  the 

Preservation  Office,  Cleveland  Public  Library 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  USA 
Film  Size:  35mm  microfilm 
Image  Placement:  IIB 

Reduction  Ratio:  8:1 

Date  filming  began: 

Camera  Operator: 


I 


DAMAGED  PAGE(S) 


A  TRUE  STORY:  w 

BEING 

An  ACCOUNT  of  the  LIFE  and  DEATH 


NAIMBANNA 


AN  AFRICAN  KING’S  SON, 

Who  arrived  in  England  in  the  Year  1791,  and  set  Sail  on 
his  Return  in  June,  1703. 


Sold  by  EVANS  and  Co. 

(Printers  to  the  Cheap  Repertory  for  Moral  and  Religious 
Tracts,)  No.  41  and  42,  Long-Lane,  West-Smithfield, 
and  J.  Hatchard,  No.  173,  Piccadilly,  London; 
by  S.  Hazard,  Bath;  and  by  all  Bookaellera, 

News  men  and  H awkers  inTo wn  and  Country. 

***  Great  Allow anee  will  be  made  to  Shopkeepers  aAd  Hawkers 

,  4  '  PRICE  ONE  PENNY, 

*  Or  4s.  6d.  per  *60*— is.  6 d.  for  50.—1*.  fid.  for  45. 

£  Entered  at  Stationers  Hall  .  2 


DEC  3 1 1935 


BLACK  PRINCE 

; .  +  , .  •  *.  v  t  ••  ...  /  v  < 

A  TROt  STORY. 


IN  Africa,  the  country  where  the  negroes  {iy&, 
and  from  which  slaves  are  taken,  there  was  a 
king  who  was  not  a  Christian,  but  who  was  abetter 
man  (to  their  shame  be  it  spoken)  than  mahywno 
call  themselves  Christians.  Though  he  could  bet¬ 
ter  read  nor  write,  lie  had  good  sense  enough  to 
grieve  for  the  misery  and  ignorance  of  his  poor 
countrymen,  and' he  was  desirous  of  doing  thejti 
good  if  he  but  knew  how. 

At  length  a  number  of  English  gentlemen,  Who 
had  at  Heart  the  same  thing,  formed  themselvda 
into  %  company  for  the  purpose  of  nuttmcr  a  srdn 


company  for  the  .purpose  of  putting  a  stob 
to  the  trade  in  slaves,  and  spreading  in  Africa  tfaa 
blessings  of  the  gospel.  ■ 

Their  plan  was  to  form  a  settlement  m  t^e 
wver  Sierra  Leone,  where  the  above-mentioned 


king  lived,  and  they  accordingly  sent  over  an  agent 
to  talk  with  the  king,  abd  to  procure  his  consent?? 

The  good  old  king  V&s  very  glad  when  he  heard 
of  their  intentions ;  he  easily  saw  that  such  a  settle¬ 
ment  would  produce  peat  benefit  to  hiscouitfiw; 
he  therefore  because  the  staunch  friend  pFcnh 
Company,  and  also  of  the  Settlement,  which  Wak 


soon  after  formed,  and  he  continued  so  to  i 
of  his  death. 


...  ■-■***&  *  .-  •*••:  % 


'  '  <  4  )  '  . 

The  Jung  had  thought  before  this  time  that 
there  were  hone  shut  bad  people  in  England,  for 
to  use  his  own  words,  he  had  never  before  seen  any 
Englishmen  who  were  not  bad  people,  but  he  now 
found,  that  though  there  were  many  wicked  people 
in  England,  there  were  many  good  people  also. 
Being  informed  that  what  made  the  people  in 
England  good  was  the  Christian  Religion,  he  re¬ 
solved  to  send  thither  his  son,  about  twenfev-three 
years  of  age,  who  was  put  under  the  carCrof  the 
Sierra  Leone  Company’s  agent,  and  by  him  brought 
to  England,  the  Company  readily  , undertaking  the 
charge  of  his  education.  J  ^ 

t  Kaimbanna,  for  so  he  was  called,  arrived  in 
^Ifpgland^  in  a  vessel  called  the.  Lapwing;  in  the 
ypar  ji:79i,  rand  proper  persona  were  chpsen  to  in¬ 
struct:  him  in  reading,  writing,  and  other  parts  of 
education  :  but  before  we  proceed  to  give  an  ac- 
cou.nt  of  the  progress  he  made’  during  his  stay  in 
this  country,  it  may  be  proper  to  make  the  reader 
^^cqufdnted  with  his  character  at  the^  time  of  his 
landing.  His  person  was  not  handsome,  but  his 
. manners  were  extremely  pleasing,  and  his  disposi¬ 
tions  kind  and  affectionate :  at  the  same  time,  his 
feelings  were  quick  and  jealous,  and  he  was  very 
.violent  in  his  temper,  as  well  as  prpud^and  dis- 
fdaihful.  Thpugh  he  laboured  under  great  disad¬ 
vantages  from  the  want  of  qarjy  education,?  yet  he 
Shewed  signs  of  a  good  understanding,  and  he  ap- 
peared  to  be  very  sharp-sighted  in  finding  out 
people's  real  character.; , 

.He  had  not  been  long  in  England  before  a  thirst 
^knowledge  was  found  to  be  a  leading  feature  in 
jus  character.  His  teachers  j  hkye  •  said  that ;  he 
wbuld  often  urge  them  toprpiehgtl^timeiftHiployed 


•ieveUnd  V ubiL  Lj • 


in  readi^  ashd  he  was  always  thankful  to  any j 
one  who  would  assist  him  ini  leawrngarry  thiSg5 
that  was  useful.  He  was  never  led  into  com¬ 
pany  where  the  time  was  wasted  in  idle  talk  without 
being  sorry,  and  when  left  to  himself,  be  would  • 
employ  not  less  than  eight  or  ten  houfs  of  theday" 
im  reading*  :  ;■  \  ;  -.*»■*  r; 

As  it  the  main  object  of  the  gentlemen  to 


whose  cafPhe  had  been  entrusted,  to  give  him  right 
vfews  of  Christianity,  pains  were  taken  to  convince^ 
him  that  the  Bible  was  the  word  of  God,  and  he  re-  ; 


ing  the  Bible,  and  calling  it  the  word  of  God,  and  > 
all  bad  men  disregarding  it,  1  then  was  sure  that  ' 
the  Bible  must  be  what  good:  men  called  ft;  the' 
word  of  God.”  But  not  content  with  the  report  of 
others,  he  read  the  Bible  for  himself.  He  would  1 
sometimes  complain  of  being  fatigued  with  other  ' 
studies,  but  even  When  he  was  most  fatigued*’ if'* 
asked  to  read  a  little  in  the  Scripturesv  he  always  *  • 
Expressed  his  readiness  by  some  emotion  of  joy*: 


he  used  to  say,  that  he  was  sure  of  meetirigWith 
something  in  the  Bible  which  suited  every  cfcse, 
and  shewed  him  what  was  right  and  whaifc  was 
wrong;  and  that  he  likewise  found  in  it  gddd  ek*1  1 
am  pies  to  encourage  him  to  do  what  was  right,  and  * 
bad  examples  to  deter  him  from  doing  what  wks  * 
wrong.  In  short,  he  was  not  one  of  those  wHd  > 


read  the  Bible,  and  think  little  or  nothing  about 
what  they  read,  but  he  consifepdit  a^he  rule  of  his  4 
life;  and  if  at  any  time  his  amiss, 1 - 

and  a  text  of  Scripture  was  mentioned,  which  proved 
it  to  be  so,  he  would  immediately  submit to 
thority:  Nor  was  hie  regard  for  the  Bible  merely 


^iCh^foved 


(  «  ) 

of  an  outward  kind,  it  plainly  affected  hih  heart. 
Hp  tried,  when  in  Africa,  (to  ugse  his  .  own 
words )  to  make  himself  as proud  as  and 

he  thought  it  great  to  revenge  himself  on  any  one 


who  had  done  him  an  injury  ;  butfrom  the  Bible 
hf  acquired  such  humble  views  of  himself,  that 
he  was  fed  to  see  his  need  of  Christ  as  his  Saviour, 
and  the  necessity  of  relying  on  him  as  the  ground 
of  aoceptance  with  Qpd,  Humility  was.  ^quality 
wh?chr  hO  found  it  hard  to  attain;  hut  JBmre  hi$ 
departure  from  England,  not  only  his  pride,  but 
also  his  revengeful  spirit  had  become  hateful  to 
him*  ThO  progress  he  had  made  in  subduing  his 
paasio^  during  his  short  stay  in  this  country,  con¬ 
sidering  %e  uaturaf  violence  of  lp$  tenrperj  was 


considerable,  He  always  expressed  sorrow  when 
be  had  been  hasty  or  passionate  i  %hi«  ^conduct;  as 
he  became  more  acquaintedwith  Christian  princi¬ 
ple^  be  acquired  mere  couaftesyapd  delicacy  of 
mappers,  somedegreeof  whjehwas  indeed  natural 
10511110;  apd.tbe  superstitious  belief  in  witchcraft, 
to*  which  Africans  are  so  prone,  gravity  left'hitm 

Ife;  paid  great  respect  .to  the  teachers  of  Chris¬ 
tianity,  whom  be  wished  much  to;  invite  over  to 
his  country  ;  took  great  delight  ip  the  exercises  of 
dqvjotio^;  and  \^ou®  talk,  ob  religious  subjects  with 
much ;  openness  apd  simplicity,  wy 

mixture  hf  enthusiasm.  Love  apd  gratitude  to 
God*  who  had  delivered  him  from  the  state  of 
darkness  ip  Which,  in  common  with  millions  of 
h^$<^fryme&,  he  bad.  been  lately  plunged,  were 
strongly  impretsed  on  his  mind,  and  had  4  strong 
and  abjdii^  effect  on  the  whole  of  his  conduct. 

His  tenderne^V  conscience  was  very  striking,, 
an444  seemed  to  Lave  become  bis  desire  on  all 


©ocasions,  to  knpw  wte^li 

tetmine  that  lie  woi 
foMig  to  piira»eit.  i 
TheYeader  will  haVe  a 
racter  of  Jthis  black  Prin 
stories  of 

4  '-r#  ••%'.  -  •  *  A'*'  '  '  1  '  ..  ‘ 


better  view  of  the ;  e!4# 
ice  from  the  folk«fihg 
oE^hibh  ie  *elleet*- 


e  English  slave  traders  oh  the  coast?  of 


obedience  to  parents  is  enjoined  in  the. 
regarded  of  his  fetherassJ 

was  he  ever  known  to  violate  it  , 

Soon  after  he  came  to  London,  he  wa 


every  other  feeling;  he  made  thq  utmost  haste 
descendy  nor  did  he  stpp  till  he  found  hjims 
safely  landed  in  the'  church-yard,  'When  in  a  vi 
earnestmanaerhe  thankedGod  forha^ng-spsw 
hy».  When  siske'd  the  reason  of  this  strangle! 

th*t  pn  looking;  dov^  ^Qn*?thfd 
&  was  so  struck  wkhthe?ne3*n 
tdgment,  that  he 


Of  m  P 
of  death 


►Ik/ 


punishment  as,  that  of 


tM!restrif 

mm-* 


five  him;  but,  <tf  iilf  W&; 

wkf  th& toa&t#  im 

%mw? co#^>11fi^fe^icaii  ft^give  him 
4fc  WoUi#fi6t  extenders' 'forgi 
^«e[%nb4‘tt>bfea^  theebaract^bf^hb 

/til 


<Mt*8fa&ihm'kw&ihlng>  'WhWhl 

be^  ev^i^rt^r; 

Wfc#  Mt^mdk?^nv^tta?  mil  f 


EKjg 

: 1  sUtJk 

»T  KK«V 

M^ul 

^Tjj 

L' t 

iJLsil 

ft  i  :T  t  ;f JN 

p" 

l|MK 

LlSIful1 

f  1  TtWi 

fefl3| 

p*  *  «| 

!Emij 

Fj’pWjyj^ 

Tr^rfrrf^ 

iM  » J  f  *  \  A  ** J 

irmrlf 

p  ▼  TjB  »  i 

Til  t 

MthI  i v TiUii  ^  iti  vlaFIgi/ 

life  i  j 

jjjMjL&AcLB^ftrS  38 

HP?/Ty^TFo5 

BKSi  *T»W3<T».  73  iTW 

SAgiiSdiJwB  ^  ri] 
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II  jfe 

e  gnly  bjl^ek  people,  #hy  should,  not  1  J 
iwves,’  .  that  man  will  take  aWay.af] 
of  Africa,  if  he  can  catch  them,  arid  it 


why^ouldhotr  take 

ftneni?  fThat  is  the  reason  why  I  cannot  forgive 
i  hlari  who  takes  away  the  character  of  the  people 
fey*  country.’’  "'  / 

a &W&  t^at  it  would,  be  very,  wicked 

*°i  h'itn* 

“S^*%%;'pt“r®s  y°ur  eae- 

mm  —  Vengeance  is  toty &  I  wilf  repay, 
**  saith  the  Lord.”  This  immediately  quieted  his; 
rage,  and  hfe‘  became  as  calm  as  a  lamb,  nor  was 
used  afterwards  ‘to  express  the  least  anger  against 
tne  gentleman  who  had  so  much  offended  him. 

.  'At  ariothertirae,,  when  he  saw  a  man  beat  his 
horse  about  the  Head  arid  otherwise  use  it  ill,  he 
became  very  angry,  and  talked  of  getting  a  gun  to 
^hoot  the  man,  tor  he  was  sure  he  deserved  it,  and 

tlso  of  carrying  a  gun  always  about  him  to  shoot 
rich  bad  people.  As  soon,  however*  as  a  pas-> 
sa^e  of  Scripture,  which  condemned  sticK  violence 
mentioned  to  him/  his  anger  ceased,  and  Jje 

The  deli  cacy  of  his  mind  appears  from  the  Jof 
lowing  circurnstance :  while!  E&ding  a  book  to  a 


Convey  kri 


ijtripure  idea,  pa  m\ 
libookwitnout  ass 


expressing,  broke  forth  ;  he  dashed  the  &0ok,  with 
*  degree  of  fury  which  astonished 
who  yas  present,  against  the  wall  cf  %ie  fdom, 
•eciarmg  that  the  man  Who  wrote  the  book,  ought 

deceiving'  people;  and  putting 
had  Noughts  into  their  hOads>  and  as  for  thd  book 
Hsetf,  that  he  should  burn  it  wherever  he  might 
happen  to  meet  with  it.  Kd  was  soon  convinced 
of  the  impropriety  of  his  Warmth,  but  he  continued 
to  regard  the  book,  and  its  author,  as  highly 
bLmeable.  \  :  °  J 

He  was  s6  concerned  ftr  the  credit  of  his 
TOuntry.  and  sd  fearful  of  the  consequence  of 
ifrawmg  contempt  upon,  it,  that,  except  with  par¬ 
ticular  persons,  he  WaS  averse  from  giving  very 
minute  accounts  of  the  state  of  African  manners, 
suts,  cultivation,  or  society.  On  the  same  accoUnt, 
lie  studiously  avoided  strong  marks  of  wonder  at 
any  thing  he  saw  in  England,  lest  an  inference 
should  be  drawn  from  it  to  the  disadvantage  Of 
Africa.  When  he  chose,  however;  to  be  unre¬ 
served  m  talking  about  his  country,  he  was  never 
known  to  violate  truth  in  the  aCcoufrts  hie  gave. 

'  ,  *h-e  difficulties  Which  his  new  view  of 

things  laid  upon  him,  one  respected  his  wives.  He 
£lld  tvl?  while  m  Africa,  but  he  clearly  saw  the 
New  Testament  allowed  only  pne;  his  difficulty 
Was,  to  know  which  of  them  it  was  right  fra*  him  to 
geep  He  _  thought  at  first  It  would  be  right  to 
rShora  he  had  first  married;  but  then  he 
m»idered  that^he  had  borne  him  no  child,  and 
the  second  *  (  who  was  besides  the  wife  of  hi* 
had  brought  him  Cir- 


cumstance  seemed  to  have  decided  the  question  far 
fsprour  of  the  secotfd;  he  declared 'Wmseif  irea^ 
however,  to  make  a  sacrifice  of  his-feelings,  dhoiill 
it  appear  right  to  keep  the  first  hf  preference. 

In  about  a  year  and  a  half  after  his  arrival  in 
England,  he  could  read  fluently,  (though,  at  first, 
he  knew  little  of  the  English  tongue,)  and  could 
write  a  letter.  He  had  also  made  himself  ac¬ 
quainted  with  common  arithmetic,  and  the  first 
elements  of  mathematics,  and  had  besides  imbibed 
much  general  knowledge. 

While  he  thus  went  on  improving,  ‘the  news  Of 
his  father’s  death  reached  England,  and  called  him 
suddenly  to  Sierra  Leone.  He  felt  much  amciety 
when  lie  was  on  the  eve  of  returning,  from  the 
variety  of  new  duties,  winch  the  deplorable  State 
of  his  country  seemed  to  lay  upon  him.  He  was 
very  desirous  that  his  future  conduct  might  not 
discredit  his  new  religion;, and  it  appeared  to  those 
with  whom  he  conversed,  that  there  was  no  per- 
soiral  sacrifice  which  he  was  ndt  ready  to  make  for 
the  sake  of  Christianity.  To  have  the  honour  -of 
becoming  himself  a  teacher  of  it,  seemed  to  he  the 
summit  of  his  wishes. 

In  the  month  of  June  1795,  he  embarked  on 
board  of  one  of  the’  Sierra  Leone  Corapsmy’s 
vessels,  called  from  him,  the  Wrabahna,  after; 
having  taken  an  affectionate  leave  of  all  his  friends 
in  England. 

During  thepassage,  his  mind  was  almost  constasrfl# 
employed  in  pondering  over  those  difficulties  which 
he  thought  h$  should  have  to  combat  on  his  return 
to  Africa,  and  in  devising  the  m£aft&  of  over¬ 
coming  them.  Numberless  were  the  plaits-  which 
he  formed  for  the;  purpose  of  spreading  theligbtotf 


C  >2  ) 

the  £c*pet  among  his  rude  countrymen;  tliotthg 
foe  seemed  at  the  same  time  to  suffer  much  un¬ 
easiness,  from  a  fear  of  disappointment,  which  be* 
€aape  stronger  as  he  approached  his  native  shores. 
He  had  left  England  in  perfect  health,  frot  on 
teaching  a  warmer  climate,  he  was  much  affected 
%  the,  heat,  and  caught  a  violent  cold,  which  be- 
ganr  with  pains  in  his  throat  and  head,  and  ended 
iaa  fever,  which  the,  continual  working of  his  mind 
foad  probably  contributed  much  to  produces  He 
fluently  light-headed,  and  his  intervals  of 
s^nse  were  short  and  few,  but  they  afforded  to 
fthose  around  hi m  striking  proofs  of  a  humble  trust  *, 
?£  God  through  Christ,  and  of  a 
perfect  resi  gnation  to  4  his  will  ^  During  one  -of 
those  fetervak  he  called  to  his  bed-side  a  felloW- 
passet^er.  and  observing  to  him,  that  he  began  to 
think  he  should  he  called  hence,  before  he  had.  an 
opportunity  of  telling  his  mother  and  friends  wh&t 
mercies  G ad  had  shewn  him,  and  what  obligations  be  ± 
lay  under  to  the  Sierra  Leone  Company,  he  begged 
e£  the  gentleman  to  write  his  will,  the,  substance 
«f  which  was,  that  his  brother  should  take  charge 
propeity,  till  his  son,  then  a  child,  came 
-age;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  should  reimburse 
the  Sierra  Leone  Company  for  the  sums  advanced 
Igr  them  his  account 

To  tftis  he  subjoined  a  strong  request  that  his 
brother  Should^  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  oppose  the 
slave  trade,  and  for  the  satisfaction  of  h  is  friends. 
hendffetU  **  That  nothing  may  be  imputed  to  the 
Stem*  t^one,;  Company  by  anjr  evil-minded  mien*, 
whose  interest  may  oppose  -  that  of .  the  worthy 
Company.  I  here  declare,  in  the  presence  of  that 
Cod,  iu  whom  I  place  my  trust,  that  during  my 


stay  in  England,  1  always  enjoyed  very  good  liealt^, 
and  received  the  greatest  civilities  from  all  those 
under  whose  care  I  was,  and  at  my  leaving  England 

T >  k....  Z  —  "  -  iC  -  _  &*  __  1  ^  ' 


I  was  in  perfect  health. 

When  the  vessel  got  to  Sierra  Leone,  he  had 
become  insensible  to  every  thing  that  passed  around 
him,  except  for  very  short  intervals.  -  He  w*@ 
taken  ashore  to  the  governor’s  house  at  Freetown, 
where  his  mother,  with  a  brother,  and  sister  of 
his,  and  some  other  of  his  relations,  to  whom  no¬ 
tice  of  his  dangerous  state  had  been  sent,  'sooa 
after  appeared.  The  distracted  looks  of  his  mo¬ 
ther,  and  the  wildness  of  his  sister’s  grief  on  seeing 
him,  affected  every  one ;  but  when  at  length  they 
perceived  that  lie  breathed  no  more,  their  shrieks 
and  cries  were  distressing  beyond  measure.  He 
died  about  twelve  hours  after  coming  oh  shore. 

Thus  ended  the  days  of  this  amiable  and  enlight¬ 
ened  African,  from  whose  labours  extensive  good 
might  have  been  expected.  But  before  we  pro¬ 
ceed  to  make  a  few  reflections  on  this  story.  It 
will  be  well  to  notice  two  memorandums  wftkj|| 
'were  found  in  his  pocket-book  after  his  dea&» 
and  which'  serve  to  confirm  what  has  been  already 
said  of  the  tenderness  of  his  conscience,  and  the 
purity  of  his  manners. 

The  first  was  written  irj  consequence  of  his 
falling  into  some  company  where  profane  and  ob¬ 
scene  conversation  had  passed,  and*  was  as  follows  : 
*f  I  shall  take  care  of  this  company,  which  i  now 
fall  into,  for  they  sware  a  good  deal,  and  talked 
all  manner  of  wickedness  and  filthy.  All  -these 
things— -can  I  be  able  to  resist  that  temptation? 
1  cannot,  but  tlie  Lord  will  deliver  me.” 


(  >4  ) 

THe  other  was  written  after  he  had  been'  some 
%1'mer  at?  sea,  and  had  made  some  unavailing  re¬ 
monstrances  to  the  captain  on  the  profaneness  of 
Bis  drew ;  and  in  it,  he  declared,  that  “  if  the  crews  of 
ether  vessels  should  be  like  the  crew  of  the  Naim* 
Banna,  he  should  never  think  of  coming  to  England, 
though  he  had  friends  there  as-  dear  to  him  as  the 
lhstv  words  of  his  father.” 

May.  we  not  conclude,  from  the  above  story, 
that  God  has  given  to  the  most  rude  and  savage' 
people,  minds  capable  of  knowing,  loving,  -and 
^Serving  him.  And  may  we  not  learn  hence,  to 
cherish  sentiments  of  kindness  and  affection,  to¬ 
wards  all  men;  whatever  be  their  colour,  or  how¬ 
ever.  low  they  may  stand  in  the  scale  of  human 
Ueingsi.  Those,  especially,  who  know  how  to 
estimate  the  blessings  of  religion,  and.  who  have 
ai  regard  for  the  everlasting  happiness  of  their 
fHlow  creatures,  will  be  encouraged  by  it,  to  pro¬ 
mote,  with  zeal,  every  plan  which  tends  to  intro* 
dliaeChristianity  among  the  savage  nations  of  the 
earth,  or  to  remove  the  hindrances  to  its  intro- 
dhotiom  Happy,  if  through  their  instrumentality 
those  who  now  sit  in  darkness,  should  be  brought, 
like  Naimbanna,  to  know  God  and  themselves,  and 
tmrejoice  in  hope  of  his  glory. 

Let.  us  also  learn  from;  this  story,  that  God^ 
ways  are  not  as  our  ways.  Short-sighted  as  we 
are,  we  were  ready  to  conclude  that  this  young 
man ;  Had  been  sent  by  heaven  to  be  a  blessing  to 
Africa,  and  to  spread  theGhristian  Religion  among 
His.  own-,  countrymen^  But  God,:  yrho  sees  and 
Ihsows  all  things,  determined  otherwise:  He  fsAur 
ittiightto  take  Naimbanna  from -the  evil  to  come; 
thus  disappointing  our  hopesj  but,  .at  thesame  time. 
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a  sehse  of  our  own  Ignorance,  and  in  a  full  de- 
pendance  on  the  Over  ruling  providence  and  righ¬ 
teous  government  of  God. 

May  we  not  also  draw  a  lesson  from  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  Old  king  on  this  occasion*  It  was  not 
the  wealth,  the  grandeur,  the  learning,  or  thearts 
of  England  which  struck  him  as  desirable,  but  the 
religion  of  England.  He  sent  his  son  thither,  not 
to  make  a  fortune,  not  to  procure  an  insight  into 
trade,  not  to  form  great  connexions,  blit  to  Jearh 
the  Christian  Religion.  How  many  parents  are 
there  in  this  country,  where  if;  is  so  easy  to  attain 
the  means  of  learning  the  Christian  Religion,  who 
take  no  pains  to  make  their  children  acquainted 

with  it.  '  '  j  , .  . 

But  a  still  more  instructive  lesson,  and  one  which 
applies  more  generally,  may  be  drawn  from  the 
conduct  of  the  Black  Prince,  whose  story  has  just 
been  told.  He  comes  among  us  rude  and  ignorant, 
With  no  just  ideas  of  religion,  and  after  having  been 
accustomed  for  23  years  to  indulge  all  his  passion* 
without  any  restraint.  No  sooner,  however,  is 
Christianity  placed  before  him,  than  he  is  struck 
with  its  truth  and  beauty,  and  embraces 

child-like  simplicity.  As  he  views  hiraself  in  the 
glass^  of  scripture,  he  perceives  its  account  of  human 
nature  to  be  true  from  his  own  experience-  Hujm 
Med  under  a  sense  of  his  sins  and  imperfections, 
trembling  under  the  apprehensions  of  the  conse¬ 
quences  of  them,  and  sensible  of  his  inability  to 
help  himself,  he  gladly  lays  hold  of  the  hope  set 
before  him,  he  believes  the  premises  of  God  to  the 
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